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Pictured is the east side of Main Street circa 1900. The picture is labeled with the names of current businesses.

By Barbara Mask
One of the most interesting architectural features of Fulton’s Main Street
is the Utz buildings. The two on the
west side of 4th Street at 1004 and 1006
are twins. The two, directly across the
street, 1003 and 1005, are also twins
and, uniquely, mirror the buildings on
the west side. Gottlieb Utz, a German
immigrant, was responsible for the construction of all four buildings. The ownership remained in the family for over
seventy years. The Utz name and the
date, 1870, are carved in stone near the
cornice on 1006. (One is encouraged to
look, but not while driving down Main
Street).
The two buildings on the west side
of the street were not erected at the same
time. Utz started the north one, 1004, in
1868 and opened his meat market in November, 1869. The Utz family operated
it until 1934. The south building, 1006,
was started and completed in 1870. Pictured are the Utz buildings on the west side of Main Street in 1914. On the left is
Gottlieb rented it for many years as a 1006, currently Wilson’s Floral and Gifts. On the right is 1004, currently Illowa Thrift
drug store and to a series of grocers. Store.
When the second building was completed, the stairway served both buildings (consequently, the buildings became one structure). Utz purchased the lots for the east side buildings in 1877. The north one was built first and the second one, 1005, completed in 1890.
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May 14, 1915. He was born in
Waldenbronn, Germany in 1831. His
father died when he was seven years
of age. He learned the butcher’s trade
and after three years of apprenticeship went to Switzerland where he
was employed for a few years. He
came to America at the age of nineteen and landed in Philadelphia, then
moved to Chicago and engaged in the
meat business. He married Miss
Margaret Schnedt and four years
later, moved to Dixon. The Utz family arrived in Fulton in 1860. He
began his meat market business soon
after arrival and his building entrepreneurship in 1868.
All news items regarding Mr.
Utz hailed him as an honest and respected man. He was public spirited
and led an industrious, busy life, always contributing to the building up
of Fulton (literally in concrete and
support of community interests). The
needy were often remembered by Pictured is Fourth Street (Main Street) looking North circa early 1900. As a reference,
him. Mr. Utz always walked to and
some buildings are labeled.
from his meat market; nine blocks
each way. Four years before his death, Gottlieb, his son, Charles, and his wife, traveled to Germany for a five-month visit. He saw his
old home where he was born; then over one hundred years old.
He was eighty-four years old when he died. His wife had preceded him in death by eleven years. They were the parents of seven
children. Three sons survived: Charles, William and Fred, all of Fulton. All had been in business with their father in a variety of ways
(meat market, bakery, etc). Fred Utz was the father of Florence (Mrs. Thaddeus Jones). Many of us remember her when she managed
the Fulton Delux Cleaners in the Utz building at 1005. In next week’s “Did You Know” article, memories that Florence had shared with
Wayne Bastian will be featured.
What exactly attracted Gottlieb Utz to the City of Fulton in 1860? (Fulton became a chartered city in 1859.) It remains a mystery,
however, aren’t we fortunate that he did choose Fulton? His legacy lives on in the four buildings that have provided active business opportunities and successes for over 140 years. With new ones to celebrate, such as Neese Insurance Agency and Wilson’s Floral and Gifts,
it seems appropriate to acknowledge the Utz legacy.
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