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Fulton Newsletter
LETTER FROM MAYOR RUSEELL:
HOUSING – THE MISSING LINK
A Growing Workforce
As of this printing, we know that over 140 federal Bureau of Prison
employees are on site. A major portion of these individuals and their
family members are new to this area. Hundreds more are forecasted.
In addition, new hires are occurring each week at Timken Drives,
Agri-King, 3M, Exelon and many other area companies and
organizations.
A Place To Live
As a result, several hundred homes, condos, apartments, rooming
houses and the like will be in demand. If ever there was a time for
owners to explore options for their dwellings or vacant land, now is the
time. These new employees will be able to afford rents of $700 per
month and higher and mortgages of $120,000 and higher depending on
their level of employment.
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These new visitors, potential residents and shoppers bring disposable
income, needs, new ideas and talents that are needed in town and
throughout our school district. Do your part to say hello to new faces
and ask what brings them to town. Yes, it may be clumsy if you find
that the new person that you've just met has lived here longer than you.
So what! They'll chuckle and be reminded of their own need to take the
initiative to welcome people like you and even newer visitors.

Fulton Attractions....................4

And come to our April 11 Town Hall Meeting to view some of the
changes being proposed.

 Fulton Forward t-shirts are
available! Contact us on
Facebook if you would like to
purchase one!

Your Mayor

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 The Robert Fulton Community Center Serves lunch on
Wednesday & Friday for $4.
Everyone is welcome



BE PREPARED FOR SEVERE WEATHER
Spring is the beginning of the severe
weather
season in the
Midwest. If you
hear the storm
siren, remember
to find shelter
and tune in to a
local radio or television station to

monitor the weather
conditions. The weather
siren is only activated
for tornado warnings or
severe thunder-storm
warnings as issued by
the National Weather
Service. (The weather
siren is tested the first
Tuesday of each month
at 10:00 A.M. for

“Kids are unpredictable. As the weather improves and children are
walking to schools, parks and games be aware of your surroundings.
Please slow down and drive defensively.” James Rhoades, Chief of Police
REGISTER FOR
IMPORTANT UPDATES
NIXLE is a community
notification system that
allows your police department to send you alerts
via an email or a text.
The police can then notify
the public of a water main
break, gas leak, bridge
closures or other emergency information that
could affect public safety.
Go to www.cityoffulton.us
and look for the NIXLE
icon to sign up!
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WATCH FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Now that spring has officially arrived, we ask the
motoring public to be aware of school zones and
watch for increased pedestrian traffic before and
after school. Expect children to do the unexpected.
Motorcycles and bicycles will also be out upon our
roadways. Leave earlier for your destination, slow
down and drive defensively.

Did you know that you can set up
an automatic payment for your
water bill? Stop into City Hall to
set up your ACH withdrawal.

TOWNSHIP RECYCLING DAY
The City of Fulton has decided not to continue its annual recycling
day, so your Township, which financially supported it last year, will
team up with the Fulton Kiwanis Club to provide this service this
year on Saturday, April 25, from 8:00-11:00 a.m. at the Fulton
Township Garage, located at 801 22"d Avenue, Fulton. To reach
this location, take 4th Street from downtown to 20th Avenue, turning left (going East) until you reach the Timken Drives fenced-in
yard-then turning right (going South) to the collection center you
wish to visit.
THE FOLLOWING CAN BE DISPOSED OF FREE OF CHARGE:
Paint and Chemical Waste. Up to five containers of oil-based paints and
varnishes will be accepted. Latex-based paints cannot be accepted. We
can also accept up to five containers of under-the-counter kitchen cleaners.
Medical Waste. Sheriff Wilhelmi of the Whiteside County Sheriff s
Department will be on hand to collect medical waste.
Newspapers and Magazines. Local Boy Scout Troup #117 will be on hand
to accept bundled newspapers and magazines.
Lead Acid (Vehicle) Batteries will be collected by the Fulton Kiwanis
Club.
Home Appliances and Water Heaters ( white goods) and electric
motors, will be collected by the Fulton Kiwanis Club.
Document Shredding will be provided at the Township Garage Parking
Lot.

Electronic Waste. Flat screen TV's and flat screen computer monitors will
be accepted, as well as the computer power units.

THERE WILL BE A CHARGE TO DISPOSE OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:



$5 will be charged to dispose of old glass (CRT) computer monitors.



$5 will be charged to dispose of old microwave ovens.

Any questions can be addressed to Charles T. Dykstra, Supervisor

Public Works
Income Survey
The City of Fulton is looking
to apply for grant funds for
sanitary sewer improvements
in the southern portion of the
City.
In order to qualify for the
Community
Development
Assistance Program Grants
offered through the Illinois
Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity,
all residential households
within the targeted area need
to be surveyed. If enough of
these surveys are not returned, the City may not be
eligible to apply for the grant.
A cover letter, survey form
and a self-addressed stamped
envelope were mailed to all
residents on March 16, 2015.
These surveys need to be
returned by April 3, 2015.
The City cannot stress enough
how important it is for all
residents to complete and
return the survey. A 75% survey response rate is needed
to qualify for the grant programs. All of the survey
questions must be completed.
The information you provide
will be kept strictly confidential
in accordance with the Privacy
Act of 1974. Results of the
survey will be compiled by Sharon Pepin of Community Funding & Planning Services located
in Stockton. If you have any
questions about CDAP grant
programs or the survey, please
call Sharon Pepin at 815-9478224.
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FULTON EVENTS
APRIL 2—KIDS CRAFT DAY @RFCC
APRIL 7-STAR SPANGLED BANNER
MILLER PROGRAM @ WCC
APRIL 18—19– SPRING FLING CRAFT
FAIR @ RFCC
APRIL 19-150TH ANNIVERSAR Y OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLNS
ASSASSINATION @ WCC
APRIL 19- “LIFE ON THE RIVER BEND”
@ MARTIN HOUSE
APRIL 23—DIABETIC FORUM @RFCC
APRIL 26—CREATION STATION
PAINTING @RFCC
MAY 1—WINDMILL & HERITAGE
CANYON OPEN FOR SUMMER!
MAY 1-2– DUTCH DAYS
MAY 16—VENUS FESTIVAL @
HERITAGE CANYON
MAY 24—TRIBUTE TO HENRY DORNBUSH: A FULTON HERO @ MARTIN
HOUSE
MAY 25 DEDICATION OF VETERANS
MEMORIAL @ NOON

ANDRESEN NATURE CENTER IS BUZZING
Spring is here and the Andresen
Nature Center, next to Heritage
Canyon, is literally buzzing with
activity, with an events schedule
filling up rapidly for the 2015
spring, summer, and fall seasons.
The Center will open for the season Saturday, May 2nd, for
Dutch Days. There will be a number of fun activities and captivating displays, including the unveiling of our newly installed
transparent observation beehive.
This is a functioning, live hive
with glass panes that allows visitors to safely study the constant
activities playing out in the beehive. In addition to the observation hive, the event will include
children’s activities, a Department of Natural Resources exhibit, the mounted cougar, and a
presentation by a Soil and Water
Conservation District representative.

Gates, will host two exciting
four-day long summer camps in
July. The first camp will be bug
themed and will be open to 4th
and 5th graders. The second
camp will focus on engineering
for middle school students. Details are currently on the Andresen Nature Center Facebook
page and the River Bend School
District website.
If you are looking for a site to
hold an organizational meeting
or seminar, you might want to
consider using the Nature Center,
as the lecture room is now set up
for overhead presentations and
can comfortably fit 20 to 30 people. The facility is a warm and
relaxing place to de-stress and
can be a wonderful catalyst to
effectively run a successful meeting or seminar. You may contact
the Center at (815) 208 – 7059,
or by e-mail at AndresenNatureCenter@gmail.com.

The Fulton High School Science
club, led by instructor Stacy

MAY 28-DIABETIC FORUM @ RFCC
JUNE 4—MAINLY MARATHON ON
FULTON RIVERFRONT
JUNE 4 & 18—KIDS SUMMER FUN @
RFCC
JUNE 7—BLESSING OF THE BIKES
JUNE 11—FULTON SUMMER NIGHTS
JUNE 20—BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
JUNE 22—UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD IN IL @ WCC
JUNE 28—KIDS TEAM CREATION
STATION EVENT @ RFCC
FIND DETAILS AT
WWW.CITYOFFULTON.US

MUSIC FESTIVLS @ HERITAGE CANYON
Heritage Canyon is a beautiful location and the sides of the canyon create a natural amphitheater! When Bob Whitten saw this, his passion
for music and desire to get involved in the local community merged to
create some great local events.
May 16, 2015 will be the 1st annual Venus Fest. Venus Fest is a celebration of women’s music featuring 5 bands made up entirely of women.
All this girl power is being used to raise funds for Gilda’s House. The
music starts at noon and will be playing until 6pm.
June 20, 2015 will be the 3rd annual Bluegrass Festival! New bluegrass
and old bluegrass will fill the canyon! We expect big crowds from all
over the region.

Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and yourself down to Heritage Canyon
for some great live music! Watch www.cityoffulton.us for details.
Parking will limited and a shuttle to the canyon will be available from
the Robert Fulton Community Center.
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FULTON FORWARD TOWN
MEETING
FULTON FORWARD! Have you heard about it?
Have you seen the signs popping up around
town? Join us Saturday, April 11th for the Town
Meeting, being held at the Robert Fulton Community Center at 5:00 p.m.to find out more!
The meeting is open to all Fulton residents and
business owners. There will be a slide presentation, along with informational booths to share
the goals and action plans, that were identified
by Fulton residents, as priorities for the development and growth, as we move Fulton Forward.

Go to www.cityoffulton.us for more information on attractions, event
dates and other Fulton news!
DE IMMIGRANT WINDMILL & CULTURAL
CENTER
In 2014, 1,000 schoolchildren
visited the Windmill Cultural
Center. In 2015, new curriculum
has been written for children's
anticipated visits around the
theme "It's Off to Work We Go."
Station # 1 with Kathy Rynders
focuses on "Everybody Works"
where children will meet Japie a
Dutch boy who dresses to help at
the mill. Pam VanZuiden leads
Station # 2 with an interactive
story in a bakery setting with
pretzels as the product. The science station curriculum was written by Larry Senior and he will
introduce students to ERF
(Effort, Resistance, Fulcrum) as
he teaches about 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
class levers. Students also look
forward to meeting a miller and
learning about mill work.

One hour tours are offered to
school groups weekdays April
through October with a suggested
donation of $1.00 per student.
Melissa Wiebenga schedules the

tours. A grant from the D.S.
Flikkema foundation helps fund
expenses.
Volunteer educators are Kathy
Rynders, Deb Wheat, Joy Van
Zuiden, Pam Van Zuiden, Lydia
Halbach, Betty Wiebenga, Gaile
Brinkman, Trudy Feldt, and
Nancy Kolk.
To coordinate the school
children's theme of "It's Off to
Work We Go" WCC volunteer
educators have booked temporary
displays in 2015 with "People and
Products from 4 Fulton Industries." From the first weekend in
May through July, Agri King and
Cullen Company will be featured
and from August through October
the focus will be on Fulton Corp
and Timken. It is hoped that each
industry will also make a presentation during their exhibit time
focusing on the local history of its
workers and products.
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SIGN UP TO GET
THE
NEWSLETTER
ONLINE!

Go to
www.cityoffulton.us
and under the
“Contact Us” tab
you can register to
receive the
newsletter online!

WELKOM TO FULTON! DUTCH DAYS MAY 1&2
On May 1&2 the town of Fulton, IL will celebrate their Dutch Heritage
during the 41st annual Dutch Days Festival, “Dutch History Alive.” We
will be hosting arts & crafts and food vendors from all over the region,
traditional Klompen dancers will take to the streets, and our authentic
Dutch Windmill will be hard at work. Friday evening we are bringing back the traditional Dutch Dinner! Dutch History Live will
entertain us with a living history of Dutch culture through fun folk
stories and dances.
New this year—the hours of the craft and food vendors will be extended
to 7:00pm! Stick around after the parade—we will be having live music
in front of the windmill! ‘Rockin’ On the River’ will feature 3 live bands
and donations will be collected to help fund an amphitheater on
Fulton’s Riverfront!
For a complete schedule of events visit our website www.cityoffulton.us
or like us on Facebook-Fulton Dutch Days Festival to get updates on
what is happening.

City of Fulton
415 11th Ave.
Fulton, IL 61252
Phone: (815) 589-2616
Email: info@cityoffulton.us
Melissa Wiebenga, Editor
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