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FULTON AS A DESTINATION CITY MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Leaf burning days are Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Leaves must

BUSINESSES

be burned on the ground, on your property
What is required for shoppers to drive out of the way or pass up a com- (not on the edge of the road), no burn barrels,
petitor to come to our town? It usually comes down to quality, conven- and yard waste only.
ience and price. Locals know about our successful meat market, drive-
through liquor store, hotel, shops, agencies, salons, taverns, building cen- Trick or Treat, October 31st from 5 p.m. to 7
ter, manufacturers, suppliers and eateries. In recent months, we’ve add- p.m.

ed marina service, trailer sales and a recording studio. Now we await a
coffee drive-through, cocktail bar and cannabis dispensary with the prom
ise of added businesses next door. There are increasing reasons for a
passersby or friend from a neighboring community to stop somewhere in

Trivia Night at the Robert Fulton Community
Center, Friday, November 6th. Doors open at
5:45 p.m. and games starts at 6:30 p.m.

Fulton. Holiday Shop Hop—Nov 6 & 7, Nov 13 & 14
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Find more information

ATTRACTIONS on participating communities/businesses on

. . . the City of Fulton Website.

The Windmill, Cultural Center, Canyon and Nature Center continue to be

huge draws. Add to that our bicycle/walking trail that now goes from the Shop Locally—Small Business Saturday (Fulton

Quad Cities to Savanna. An improved marina and launch facilities are and Clinton Chamber Members), Saturday,

showing increased traffic, as well. We made a strong case to be included November 28th.

again on American Queen or other river boat stops.
Fulton’s Annual Christmas Walk, “Hometown
Christmas”, Friday, December 4th starting at 5
SALES
p.m. Downtown.
Fulton is very successful compared to our neighboring river towns of
Hampton, Rapids City, Port Byron, Cordova, Albany, Thomson, Savanna Christmas in the Canyon—Saturday, December
and beyond. Fulton is a leader that increases it’s place as a destina- 5th from Noon to 7 p.m.
tion. How do we build on that success? Can we cross market by getting
visitors to stop and shop at more than one site? That may mean coordi-
nating hours when our complimentary businesses and attractions are
open. Can we collect admissions and add concessions to support some
attractions?

Wild Winter Wednesdays at the Windmill Cul-
tural Center—Starting December 2nd from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. through March 30th.

Visit the City of Fulton’s website at www.cityoffulton.us
for more information!

CITY’S ROLE
[ | LIKE the Robert Fulton Community Center on

Competitive businesses double down when in a leadership posi- LB | Facebook to stay current on events being

tion. What more can the City do to keep or increase our destination sta- [EETl MRTIReC 1ol oRilale Rual=R AT le o711 NeNI [0 Nol=Y} 1=Ts

tus? Do we improve the downtown shopping experience, invest in our & de Immigrant Windmill, Early American Crafters, and

Drives Building or improve infrastructure for development along Hwy the Andresen Nature Center all on Facebook. Show

847 Right now we have more questions than answers, so get informed your support for these LOCAL attractions and groups by

either attending events or volunteering to help where
you can.

and add your voice. Key decisions will be made in the next few months.

Mayor Russell We have a beautiful community
815-764-0879 because of the people who live here!




Hllinois budget impasse impacts Fulton

By now all of you have heard about the budget impasse in
Springfield. Governor Rauner and House Democrats have
been fighting since spring of this year over a $5 billion deficit
in the state budget, and neither side appears ready to con-
cede or reach a compromise. This week the budget impasse
led to the state’s bond rating falling from A- to BBB+.

It's easy to think the troubles in Springfield are miles away,
but the budget impasse is also being felt in Fulton. In April
2015 the state swept funds in hundreds of accounts to apply
to the budget deficit, and Fulton lost almost $5,000 of the
city’s motor fuel tax revenue distribution. Most recently
however, the state has taken the position that, without a

budget, there is no appropriation or legal authority to distrib- [~

ute revenues back to local governments. This means Fulton
is not receiving video gaming, motor fuel, Use tax, and Hotel/
Motel tax revenue distributions. Since June we have seen a
$41,000 shortfall because the state is withholding these dis-
tributions, and each month that the impasse continues we

lose and additional $18,351 in revenue.

Fortunately, Fulton has sound financial policies in place, and
we have been able to build our reserves to weather shortfalls
such as this. Additionally, while the state’s bond rating is fall-
ing, Fulton was recently re-awarded an “A” credit rating, indi-
cating we have a strong capacity to meet our financial obliga-
tions.

It is the general belief among state agencies that once the
state budget is approved we will once again receive our allot-
ments along with any past due amounts. Unfortunately, the
state does not have a good track record on paying its bills.
Therefore, while we will certainly hope that we will receive
all past distributions, we will also be making plans in case we
don’t.

| would encourage all Fulton residents to contact their state
representatives and tell them to resolve the budget impasse
and return local revenue distributions to Fulton.

Ed Cannon, City Administrator

From the Desk of Dan Clark,
Public Works Director

We recently replaced a fire hy-

drant on the corner of 10th Ave-
" nue and 12th Street. A typical
hydrant replacement can cost
up to 4000.00 for material
alone, hydrant, valve, line stop.
This does not include the em-
ployees time, equipment cost,

., Or repair to street, ROW, side-

" walks, or other infrastructure.

& Winter will soon be upon us!
Just a friendly reminder to resi-

: 1 dents to clean sidewalks in front
S ~ of their homes. Children, espe-
cially, use them to stay out of traffic as they walk either to or from
school.

Third ward Neighborhood Community Park has been completed,
with the exception of a sign. We recently seeded to finish up the
grounds and with some luck from mother nature the grass will
come in full for next summer.

If you think you may have a leak in your residence contact City Hall
815-589-2616, the staff can run a report to confirm when the water
was being used. Please remember, these meters are mechanical
devices and they cannot read unless water passes through them.
99% of the time a lavatory is the problem and you cannot always
here them leaking. If you suspect a leak and have ruled out other
areas in your home, ex: furnace humidifiers, softeners, try placing
some die in your tank of
your lavatory. If the die
seeps into the bowl, you
have a leak. Undetectable
leaks can account for a
large amount of water
over time. If you still can-
not find your water loss
contact the City and a
water professional will be
happy to try and help you
locate your leak.




The Fulton Police Department and the City Council has approved the following date and times for Trick-or-
Treatin Fulton,Sat ur day, Oct ob®r0681PM20 bParéntGioudPihbtruct their chil-
dren that trick-or-treating is only allowed at the homes, which have their lights on inviting the children for a
treat. Parents should also know their child’s routes, plans and their companions.

e Wear light-colored clothing that is short enough to prevent tripping and add reflective material.

o Make sure your children can see well through their facemasks.
e Accompany your children.

e Go outin the daylight.

e Carry a flashlight.

o Watch for traffic.

e Stay in your own neighborhood and visit only homes you know.
e Only give or accept wrapped or packaged candy.

o Examine your child’s candy before allowing them to eat it.

e Drivers are reminded to drive slower through residential area.

Please help our children have a safe and enjoyable
Halloween!

James Rhoades
Chief of Police
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ltds a Fulton Traditio
around about 5 years now! It is held every

year on the 3rd Saturday in October at

Heritage Canyon. This year the Early

American Crafters reported that they had
over 300 children at t
a family fun event! The Early American

Crafters, a volunteer organization, bring

the Canyon to life during this event and 3

other annual events i1 Dutch Days, Fall Fes-
tival, and Christmas in the Canyon. There

are approximately 20 volunteers, ranging

from ages 8 to 80. During these events,

the crafters demonstrate how things were Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy.
done in the 18000s suc You vote in elections once a year, but when you
smithing, rope making, spinning, and wood
stove cooking. We are so fortunate to
have this group helping us promote one of
Ful t ond s ntHerkagesCanyan.s

volunteer, you vote everyday about the kind of

~

community you want to live in. A Marjorie Miller




